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Thoughts on Pilgrimage 

Rediscovering the Contemplative and our Connection with Nature. 

Our pilgrim journey as humans begins in the womb and 

ends in another birth into eternity; each one of us is in 

unique place on that journey and the church community is 

there to guide and accompany everyone as they ‘make the 

road by walking’*. The road has been challenging these 

past 12 months and those committed to physical pilgrim 

pathways have had to forge new ways – last year each one 

walking in solitary splendour in the sunshine of May 2019, 

this year we were able to make a series of daily walks in a 

group.  

Each day between 17 and 11 walkers took part in a very physical, wet and windy pilgrim journey through the 

highways and byways of Surrey, Sussex and Kent. The walks led us to new places as well as familiar territory but 

what was distinctive about our walking was our connection with each other, with the natural world and with those 

who could not join for the walks, but shared in our reflections at the end of each day.  

Each of these links was valuable, each brought joy and taught us something about ourselves.  

For one walker it was the sense of being guided and protected by fellow pilgrims. For others the prayers provided 

along the way transformed the experience into so much more than a ramble.  

We ‘made the road by walking’ in the days between Ascension and Pentecost and were reminded that 2000 years 

ago the first disciples found themselves at a crossroads, to step out in faith or to return to the past. Through 

prayer, and worship, and community and the profound experience of the Holy Spirit those first disciples chose to 

‘make the road by walking’, taking the very first steps towards building church.                         

So too, as we enter ‘ordinary time’ in the church calendar, we are 
called to be more than mere ramblers, to hear the gospel stories 
afresh in our worship and live them out as pilgrims in our setting of 
Chaldon.  Building on the generations who have walked these 
roads before us and looking to what is needed in this place at this 
time. 
Do consider joining us next year 

Pilgrimage to Winchester 2022 May 15th - 21st 
 
*The book that guided our worship works as well at home as in the road and was a great success. The first 5 
chapters can be emailed out to anyone who requests them and if you wish to purchase the whole book, the link is 
here  https://brianmclaren.net/we-make-the-road-by-walking-2/ 

continued overleaf…. 

 

        St Lukes Whyteleafe & St Peter and St Paul's Chaldon                         @2vicars2church        

Walking with Pilgrim Hearts 
in support of Christian Aid 

 
 

Please donate to Christian Aid via the link here  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/chaldo
nandwhyteleafedailypilgrimage 

https://brianmclaren.net/we-make-the-road-by-walking-2/
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/chaldonandwhyteleafedailypilgrimage
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/chaldonandwhyteleafedailypilgrimage


Below you can read a selection of the memories and reflections prompted by our second Pandemic Pilgrimage - 

last year we each walked separately, this year we walked a total of 50 miles daily in a group and next year we 

hope to make the road to Winchester stopping overnight in a variety of places along the way. 

  
“Being Together” 

 

“I was overwhelmed by 
the consideration and 
kindness that was 
shown by the group.” 
 
“Charity and love were 
certainly always there. “ 
 
“Talking as we walked” 

“Singing together 
spontaneously” 

 

 
“I loved the connection with nature, the way creation was able 
to enable me to stay in the moment to not over work my mind.” 

 “The fact that you all rejoiced 
with us when my wedding 
ring was blessed.” 
 
“The robin singing when we 
were saying Evening Prayer 

under the yew tree at 
Chaldon, “ 

 

 

“And the smiling faces regardless of the hills  
and wind and rain.” 

 

“Feeling a part of something that wasn't just a 
walking group, but rather a spiritual and learning 
experience as well.”  
 

“Laughter, Lush, bright greenery. “ 
 

“Rainbows. Beautiful, though 
provoking words from the book 

'We Make the Road by Walking'.” 
 
“Caring for each other along the 
way. “ 
 

“The rain that I thought I’d dislike was wonderful 
the wind was like the presence of the spirit, rather 
than dislike it and wish it a way I felt the need to 
embrace it, it made me feel alive and young - part 
of the world, the energy invaded my 
soul momentarily. Until aching glutes reminded 

me of reality! “ 
 

'Prayer from the Bishop of Zanzibar on display 
by the door of St Mark's Chapel, South Park, 
Bletchingley'. 

 
This tree in particular 

demonstrates the 
adaptability of nature. 

Isn’t it amazing. 
 

Humans can be 
flexible too and 
change course. 



 

Thank you 

to Chaldon Village 

Council for the new 

defibrillator on the 

grass verge outside 

the church. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
  
  

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evening and Night Prayer in May 
 

On Zoom at 6.30pmTuesdays, Wednesdays,  
Thursdays & Fridays 

Night Prayer on Zoom at 9.30pm Sundays 
 
Evening and Night Prayer with music will be offered on 
Zoom on each week for 30 mins  

Zoom https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82053753781 
 

Please email vicar@chaldonchurch.co.uk for password 

Mowers Required 

If you have any free time and would like to volunteer 
 to help cut the grass in the 
churchyard at Chaldon please 
contact either Jane Edwards or 
Stella Fladgate.   
 

 

Services at Chaldon Church in June 
 

Sunday Services  
8am BCP Indoor Service  
 Limited seating must be prebooked 
 

10.30am Outdoor Sunday Service 
 All are welcome, please bring something to sit on. 
 

Thursday Services  
10.30am Indoor Service 

Limited seating must be prebooked 
 

Please contact pa@chaldonchurch.co.uk 

to book Indoor services. 

'Living Together in Love and Faith'. 

Between now and the 
autumn parishes are being 
invited to participate in a 
Church of England project 
called 'Living Together in 
Love and Faith'.  

The project materials are designed for small groups to 
gather a discuss in a safe space our thoughts and 
feelings around same sex marriage and human 
sexuality. The short video link here introduces the 
materials. I will be reporting back to you after 
Deanery  Synod as to how our two parishes will run the 
programme.  

https://youtu.be/g7A3wt0jqZM 

 

 

Love Your Burial Ground Week 

Saturday 5th - Sunday 13th June 

                                                      
 During the last year visitors have commented on how 

much they have enjoyed our outdoor space.  
Please come and celebrate Love Your Burial Ground 

Week and join in with Churches Count On Nature.  
Enjoy the peace and beauty around you and at the 

same time record any bird, mammal, reptile or insect 
you spot during your visit. 

 

                      Zimbabwe Link Raffle 

 
 

The Zimbabwe Easter Sunday Raffle was a 
tremendous success and raised over £639 the 
Zimbabwe Link.           

 
THANK YOU AND WELL DONE 

St Peter & St Paul School Expansion 
 

I am aware that for many of you the possible expansion of St Peter and St Paul's C of E  Infant School into a 
through Primary has been raised on many occasions.  This time both the Diocese and the County Council 
and St John's School are supporting the expansion proposal.  As a church community expansion to a one 
form through primary can only be a benefit to our families and to the spiritual development of our children.  
If you would like to discuss this further please catch me after a service and please do fill in the consultation 
document via this link.... 
 

https://www.surreysays.co.uk/csf/proposal-to-expand-st-peter-and-st-paul-church-of/ 
 

We have children who join our worship regularly who will benefit hugely if this expansion goes ahead. 
         Revd Helen 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82053753781
mailto:vicar@chaldonchurch.co.uk
https://youtu.be/g7A3wt0jqZM
https://www.surreysays.co.uk/csf/proposal-to-expand-st-peter-and-st-paul-church-of/

