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Psalm 40: 1-3 (but do read the whole Psalm!) 
 

I waited patiently for the Lord's help; 
    then he listened to me and heard my cry. 

He pulled me out of a dangerous pit,  
    out of the deadly quicksand. 
He set me safely on a rock 

    and made me secure. 
He taught me to sing a new song, 

    a song of praise to our God. 
 

Maybe, like me, you have been delighted that the light is staying with us later into the early evening now as the 
seasons change.  Maybe, like me, you have been wondering when the snow will come this year.  All these 
meteorological thoughts take us through feelings of bright expectation and also fear of the ice and snow.  We 
persevere! 
 

Every Autumn, when the painted turtle senses winter coming, she dives to the bottom of her pond, burying 
herself in the muck and mud.  She pulls into her shell and goes still: her heart rate slows, almost stopping. Her 
body temperature drops, staying just above freezing.  She stops breathing, and she waits.  For six months, she 
stays buried, and her body releases calcium from her bones into her bloodstream, so that she slowly begins 
even to lose her shape. 
 

But when the pond thaws, she will float up and breathe again. Her bones will reform, and she will feel the warmth 
of the sun on her shell. 
 

I think of the painted turtle and the end of Winter when I read the psalmist’s description of waiting for God.  The 
psalmist is in a “dangerous pit” of “quicksand,” but God hears him (Psalm 40:2).  God lifts him out, and gives 
him a firm place to stand. God is “my help and my deliverer,” he sings (v. 17). 
 

Perhaps it feels like you’ve been waiting forever for something to change—for a new direction in your career, for 
a relationship to be restored, for the willpower to break a bad habit, for physical healing, or for deliverance from 
a difficult situation.  The painted turtle and the psalmist are here to remind us to trust in God: He hears, and He 
will deliver. 

              Rev Annie 

 
  

VISITING REFURBISHED CHURCHES 

As part of the refurbishment of Chaldon Church 
we are arranging visits to similar churches in 
Surrey/Sussex & Kent on Saturday Feb 15th, 
contact Rev Helen if you want to join this 
information gathering trip and see some 
beautiful ancient churches which have already 
been refurbished in ways that enhance their 
beauty and take care of God's Creation. 

Ash Wednesday Communion Service 
 

Evening service at St Peter & St Paul, Chaldon at 
7.00pm. 

 

If you can’t make the service at Chaldon there will 
be a  12 Noon Service at St Luke’s Church followed 
by a simple soup lunch in the transept. 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Services During February 
 

Sunday 2nd February Candlemas 
8.00am BCP Eucharist 
11.00am All Age Service 
 

Sunday 9th February  3rd Sunday before Lent 
8.00am BCP Eucharist 
11.00am Parish Eucharist & Junior Church 
 

Sunday 16th February 2nd Sunday before Lent 
8.00am BCP Eucharist 
11.00am Parish Eucharist & Junior Church 
 

Sunday 23rd February Sunday next before Lent 
8.00am BCP Eucharist 
11.00am Matins & MOSSY CHURCH 
 

Wednesday 26th February Ash Wednesday 
7.00pm Ash Wednesday service with imposition of 

ashes  
 
 

On Thursday mornings all are welcome  
to our 10.30am Eucharist.  

Contact  Rev. Helen Burnett on 01883 330057, email: vicar@chaldonchurch.co.uk  
or contact the Parish Administrator Alison Pannett  email: pa@chaldonchurch.co.uk 

Community Lunch  
Thursday February 27th 
Hazell Room, Chaldon 

 

All are welcome to this new monthly event at St Peter 

& St Paul’s which will follow on from our Thursday 

morning service Please see Rev Helen or 

Churchwardens for further details 

Caterham Churches Together 
MORNING PRAYER 8.30am 

 

In February on Wednesday mornings Churches 

Together are meeting at St Paul’s Church, Woldingham. 

Lent Course 
starting Tuesday 3rd March 2020 

 
The Lent course for Chaldon, Whyteleafe & St 
Marys will be run again jointly on Tuesdays 
At St Luke’s in the vicarage in Whyteleafe on 
Tuesday starting at 12 noon and at 7.30pm at 
St Peter and St Paul’s School, Chaldon.  

Silent Prayer at St Lawrence’s Church 
every Wednesday from 7 – 7:45pm 

 
Each session will include a period of quiet music to 

settle down, a short teaching on Christian Meditation 
and then a 20 minute period of silence. The session 

will end with an opportunity to share or ask questions. 
No experience is necessary. 

. 
 

OPEN THE BOOK   
          Great News  
 

Open the Book will be going 
into Chaldon and Whyteleafe Schools at the 
end of February. 
If you still are interested in getting involved 
please speak to Sara Goatcher or Rev 
Helen 

Emmaus Group 

The Emmaus group will be meeting at 
June Barber’s house on 19th February 
at 8pm.  
We will be talking about our favourite 
books.  
If you would like to join us please 
contact Pat Johnson on 01737 642450 

Church Refurbishment Update 
• Preferred Options Study returned to Architect 

• Pre DAC Meeting arranged with Archdeacon 
Moira for February 

• Grants Committee created – Hannah Kecek 
and Michael Jacobs 

• Statement of Needs and Significance to be 
written end of February 

• The Nativity raised for Refurbishment 
Fund approx. £2000 (after costs) 

PILGRIMAGE 2020 
Chaldon to Winchester in 6 days 
Total distance approx. 70 miles 

6 nights and 6 days 
Accommodation will sometimes be very basic! 

Depart: St Peter and St Paul’s Sunday May 10th 12 
noon arrive Winchester teatime Friday May 15th 

Come and find out more on Wednesday Feb 19th at 

7pm St Peter & St Paul Church, Chaldon 

 

 

 

Chaldon History Group 
Saturday 14th March at 2pm at Chaldon Church 

 
The Roane family of Tollsworth  

and their connection with Greenwich 
Ian Brown will explore the 17th century family and the 
probable connection to the Roan schools in Greenwich. 
£5 entry. Teas and cakes on sale after the talk. 
Proceeds to the maintenance of the church building. 

Joint event with Friends of Chaldon Church 
 

Wrigglies and Wrinklies' at Glebe House 

February 21st 

Contact Mandy Clayton for more details. 


