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   Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves.  

    A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.  Ecclesiastes 4:12 
 

It’s worth reading Ecclesiastes 4: 9-12, especially at this time when lockdown seems to go on for ever.  I know I 

keep saying it but please do look after your neighbours, particularly those who live alone or who don’t have the 

internet and therefore not able to join in with our Zoom meetings on line. 

Ecclesiastes tells us the remedy to our thoughts of ‘what is the point of all of this?’.  Get God in your life!   

With Him there is purpose, healing, strength and peace. 

I was once walking in Wimbledon Park with my previous dog – a jack Russell called Peanut.  And as we walked 

by the lake I saw what I thought was a football in the middle of the path.  Knowing that Peanut would jump on it 

and burst it, I held on to her as we walked close by. 
 

But as I got closer I realised that the greyish lump wasn’t a football; it was a goose – the saddest Canada goose 

I’d ever seen. 

Geese often congregate on path near the lake in Wimbledon Park in the spring and Autumn. But that day there 

was only one, its neck arced back and its head tucked under a wing. Where are your chums? I thought. Poor thing 

was all alone. It looked so lonely, I wanted to give it a hug. (Note: don’t try this!) 

I’ve rarely seen a goose completely alone because geese are notably gregarious, flying in a V-formation to deflect 

the wind. They’re made to be together.   Human beings were created for community too (have a look at Genesis 

2:18). And in Ecclesiastes 4:10, Solomon describes how vulnerable we are when we’re alone: “Pity anyone who 

falls and has no one to help them up.” There’s strength in numbers, he says, for “though one may be overpowered, 

two can defend themselves.  A cord of three strands is not quickly broken” (verse 12).  

This is just as true for us spiritually as it is physically. God never intended for us to “fly” alone, vulnerably isolated. 

We need relationships with each other for encouragement, refreshment, and growth (look at this verse -  1 

Corinthians 12:21).  

During these extraordinary days, due to the Covid-19 virus we have all needed to practice physical distancing to 

help contain the disease. Phone calls, video chats, and texting have helped. But how we look forward to the time 

we can meet face-to-face with our church family. 

In the meantime, let’s strengthen our cords by reading our Bibles and making sure that the extra strand in all our 

relationships is God.  Then we will find his peace, strength, healing and purpose. 

Loving God, help us to remember that You never meant us to fly solo, but together with our brothers and sisters in 
Christ. Today, help us to see and support someone in need of encouragement. 

God Bless           Rev Annie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lady's Smock thriving in our unmown churchyard 
 
 
 

 

              St Lukes Whyteleafe & St Peter and St Paul's Chaldon                                                            @2vicars2church 

Rev Helen as the Easter Fire dies down just 

after dawn on Easter Sunday 



 
In the Celtic tradition the Wild Goose is a symbol of the Holy Spirit, at dawn on Easter Morning I lit the Easter Fire 
in my garden and as I sat in prayer beside my firepit, which I  lit on behalf of you all, 3 wild geese flew overhead 
and I felt powerfully that in the midst of this global crisis God is with us and the Holy Spirit moves amongst us.   
So I chose to put at the head of this newsletter the 
familiar symbol of the Wild Goose Worship Collective 
and the Iona Community - two groups who have gifted 
us so much from the celtic tradition and whose songs 
and liturgies I have drawn on in my prayers.  
The natural world has for many been a solace during 
the lockdown, when cut off from human contact we 
have perhaps been hyper aware of the trees, birds and 
flowers on our doorsteps I have as always found my 
own comfort in landscape poetry, so when I read Rev 
Annie's beautiful reflection on Ecclesiastes and her 
tale of the damaged goose I was reminded of the 
poem 'Wild Geese'. Mary Oliver, an American poet 
found huge solace in the natural world and her poetry 
is regarded by many as devotional, she died in 2019.  
The final line 'announcing your place in the family of 
things' reminds us vividly, that we are part of God's 
complex creation and part of a natural world that can 
nourish and sustain us.  I hope that you can continue 
to enjoy the birdsong and to join whenever possible in 
our shared prayer times, at 7pm on 
Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday/Friday and the 10pm 
end of the day prayers on Sun/Tues/Wed/Thur when 
we gather quietly together online for 30 minutes of 

prayer , music and yes, the occasional poem!'   Rev 

Helen 

  

              CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 10th 16th May 2020 
 
Pilgrimage 
To be a Pilgrim…………….. 
in 2020 is somewhat challenging and sadly our happy band 
of pilgrims who had planned to walk the second half of the 
Pilgrims Way from Chaldon to Winchester on May 10th to 
15th are locked down in Surrey. 
Undeterred each Pilgrim will take a walk during the course 
of the week that fits with their work commitments and the 
current rules on daily exercise to play their part in Christian 
Aid week and keep the spirit of Pilgrimage alive. 
From May 10th to 15th we will post news of our walks and a link to the joint parish Just Giving Christian Aid 
page so that anyone who wishes to follow our progress or donate to Christian Aid in recognition of our 
endeavours can do so.  Link to Just Giving https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/lockdownpilgrimage 

The pilgrimage will begin with my own walk back from the church on Sunday to Buckland – this would have 
been the first leg of our walk and since Buckland is within walking distance of my home I hope to be home in 
time for Night Prayers! 
Others will attempt the full 75 miles during the course of the week, some will fit in walks between shifts nursing, 
accounting, virtual vicarring etc. 
Please give if you can to support the work of Christian Aid across the globe where so communities far less 
fortunate than ourselves are being hit by the terrible consequences of Covid 19.  
 

Contact  Rev. Helen Burnett on 01883 330057, email: vicar@chaldonchurch.co.uk  
or contact the Parish Administrator Alison Pannett  email: pa@chaldonchurch.co.uk 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/lockdownpilgrimage


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Chaldon Tap/Toilet Twinning 

 

Thank you to St Peter and St Paul's for 

fundraising towards the precious water, 

sanitation and hygiene work we do, in 

some of the remotest areas in our World. 

You have raised £340 enough to not only 

twin a Toilet Block in a Refugee camp but 

also a household latrine 

 

https://www.toilettwinning.org   

Caterham Churches Together 
MORNING PRAYER 8.30am 

 

Wednesday mornings at 8.30am for the Churches 
Together Morning prayer join the Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/608507973?pwd=c0R0T09wUFd
0TTI2QW12N2FEY2ttdz09 

Services During May 
 

During May the Sunday services will be recorded 
and available to you all weekly on YouTube. 
 

The links to the services will be posted on the 
website for all to enjoy. 

Evening Prayer at 7pm 
on  

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays  
& Fridays 

 
Join Rev Helen for evening prayer on Zoom 

Meeting https://zoom.us/j/875418773 

Night Prayer at 10pm 
on 

Sundays, Tuesdays,  
Wednesdays & Thursdays  

Join Rev Helen for night prayer Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/149663698 

Tree Discs 
 

'Our churchyard continues to provide 
peaceful and sacred space for passers 
by if you are able to take in the church 
yard as part of your daily exercise please 
do check the box on the church doorstep. 
It currently contains wooden discs for you 
to decorate on the spot or at home with a 
message/prayer/picture.  

 
 
 

Once completed you can hang it in our 
ancient yew tree for others to read and 
enjoy. 
If you are unable to leave the house but 
would like to decorate a disc please email 
me and I will arrange to get on to you.' 
 

Coffee, Cake and Chat! 

Thursday at 10.30am 

Join us for coffee, cake and 

a chat on Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/842096511?pwd=TmpFUVgxd

0kxZGEwaGxHWWpLdUJhdz09 

                             Knitted Hearts 

'In this time of 
lockdown families 
and friends are 
unable to visit their  

loved ones at Glebe House.  
To help with this essential but 
heartbreaking isolation you are invited to 
knit a pair of unbroken hearts 
following the pattern here  
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/h
earts-28 
or any pattern you find easy. 
Once completed please contact Rev 

Helen who will arrange for the hearts to be 

delivered to residents who will keep one, 

the other goes to the family so they can 

be held as a link between those who are 

unable to meet face to face. if you need 

help with materials please get in touch.' 

Preparing for online junior church (see Youtube for the results!) 

https://www.toilettwinning.org/
https://www.facebook.com/toilettwinning/
https://zoom.us/j/608507973?pwd=c0R0T09wUFd0TTI2QW12N2FEY2ttdz09
https://zoom.us/j/608507973?pwd=c0R0T09wUFd0TTI2QW12N2FEY2ttdz09
https://zoom.us/j/875418773
https://zoom.us/j/149663698
https://zoom.us/j/842096511?pwd=TmpFUVgxd0kxZGEwaGxHWWpLdUJhdz09
https://zoom.us/j/842096511?pwd=TmpFUVgxd0kxZGEwaGxHWWpLdUJhdz09
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/hearts-28
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/hearts-28


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

MAKING A DIFFERENCE! 
 

Chaldon Cares has set up a Hardship Fund to provide financial support for those struggling locally to 

cope financially with the pandemic. 
 

It is already making a real difference: from families with young children to those self- employed who 

are unable to get help from the government. So far we have paid out £1,800 in one off payments for 

items such as food, utilities and rent in just over a week. 
 

The scheme is open to anyone in Chaldon or Caterham who has suffered financial hardship due to 

the pandemic.  We are able to make one-off payments of up to £200. 
 

Every case is carefully assessed by our panel of assessors and we also identify other possible 

sources of support: if appropriate and with the permission of the applicant we contact other relevant 

agencies.  For example, we have referred local families to the Caterham Children’s Centre who have 

been able to provide immediate help. 
 

We make decisions and pay the grant quickly, based on an application form and discussion with the 

applicant – typically within 2 days and within 1 day if urgent.  
 

The Fund is totally reliant on donations.  So far, people have been magnificent and we have raised 

over £4,000.  But we reckon that we will need much more: so many people have been badly hit by 

the pandemic. 
 

So thank you if you have donated to the fund, your generosity is making a huge difference. But if you 

haven’t please consider making a contributing If you can.  Any amount will mean so much to those 

that, through no fault of their own, need a bit of extra help.    You can donate using this link: 
 

https://paypal.me/pools/c/8nWFWLGK8l 
 

Or through a BACS transfer to the CVC Hardship Fund: 

Sort code: 30 91 72      Account number: 02328528 
 

Or by cheque payable to CVC Hardship Fund and send to the address at the end of this article. 
 

This is the sort of difference you can make (from two of our applicants)! 

‘Thanks so much!   I really appreciate what you are all doing.   Just amazing! ‘ 
 

Thank you very much.  I can confirm that I have received the payment and  

I am eternally grateful to you and your team for your help.  It will help massively. ‘ 
 

If you live in Chaldon or Caterham, and need financial help because of the pandemic, please 

contact us on:  chaldonhardship@gmail.com or on 01883 336631.  We will come straight back 

to you and explain how we can help. 

 
Many thanks and please take care. 
 

Graham Baker 
Chair – Chaldon Cares Pandemic Hardship Fund   15 Doctors Lane, Chaldon, CR3 5AE 

about:blank
about:blank


Chaldon’s coronavirus quilt 
 
Could you be part of the Coronavirus Quilt? 
During this period of 'lockdown', supposing we all got to making something separately that would eventually, when 
we come out of solitude, make one whole that would remind us of the community we built in spite of social distancing.   
 

Angela Charlton is coordinating the project for us and can even supply material if necessary. 
She has put together a set of simple instructions which are attached below and which you are free to share with 
those we cannot reach by other means. 
Her telephone number is on the instructions and so she can help you with any problems. 
 

So please get rummaging and sewing and let's see how big we can make it!  

 
What you need: 
2 strips of cotton or poly-cotton fabric in different colours (preferably 1 pale and 1 darker) at least 3" x 
19½”. 
Ruler, scissors and pencil – or quilting ruler and cutter if you have them. 
 
It is very important to be as accurate as possible so that the finished blocks will all fit together!! 

 

• Cut your 2 strips to be 2½" x 19" by measuring and drawing on the wrong side in pencil, or using 
your quilting tools. 

• With right sides together, stitch along the long sides using a seam allowance of ¼". Be as 
accurate as you can. If you have no working sewing machine, you can join them by hand using a 
very small running stitch, along, then back again for strength. 

• Open up and press carefully without ‘stretching’ the fabric 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Cut 4 squares 4½" x 4½" – there will be a small piece left over 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Arrange the squares like this: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Stitch the squares together 2 at a time then stitch to complete the large square. It should measure 
8" but if it doesn’t. please do not trim to size. I will do that when assembling the finished blocks! 

 
If you have any questions, please phone me and I will try to help – or phone anyway just for a chat!! 

Angela Charlton 
01883 345809 or 07496 427749 

  



 

CHURCHWARDENS COOKIES FOR CHILDREN 

Very simple and great for children to help along with a supervising adult. 

Very adaptable recipe you can add extras into the mix if you want. 

I add all sorts: coconut, dried cranberries, apricots pieces, almonds etc 
 
At  Christmas I add a tablespoon mincemeat but this does make the recipe a little wetter so I add some extra 
oats or flour. 
 
It also works well with gluten free flour. 
 
If you only have plain flour add I teaspoon of sodium bicarbonate mixed with a teaspoon of warm water or 
add some baking powder. 
 
I have made this with children of all ages.  It's great for education.  They can measure, be creative draw 
pictures and write a sentence for each stage and list the equipment they use etc.  
 
Then can use sequencing, ordering words: 
First………..then………..next…………finally etc  
 
Draw a picture of them making or eating the cookies,take a photo  send it with a letter or email to a friend or 
relative.  
 
Make some as a gift to Glebe House care workers. 
 
Perhaps they could then even make up a pretend recipe for a greedy teddy bear or a dragon?  

 
Recipe 

1. Put 4 oz butter or margarine and 1 tablespoon of golden syrup (or honey) in a microwaveable bowl.  
 
2. Place in a microwave and heat for a minute to two until they have become a liquid. 
 
3. Use a small mug or cup as a measure to add one cup of oats, one cup of self-raising flour and half a cup 

of granulated sugar. 
 

4. Stir all the ingredients together and the mixture will be of a consistency to roll easily into small balls (try 
not to compress the balls too much). The mix will appear a little greasy and shouldn't be too dry. If you 
think it is too 'wet' just add a little more oats and/or flour. If you want you can then roll the balls in a few 
oats. 
 

5. Place the balls on a greased baking tray. (you can use non-stick baking paper if you prefer). Allow some 
space between the balls as they flatten out to become a flat cookie when cooking. 

  
6. Place in an oven at about 180 degrees. They take about 10/13 mins to cook.  

I keep having a look and take them out when a pale golden brown. 
 

 
7. Let them cool on the tray. Then enjoy………………… 
 
 
Have Fun!  love from Jo Oswald  - Churchwarden/Mum/Teacher  
 

 


