
Baptism of Christ 2022 

If we could truly sense that we were fully and unconditionally loved and translate that into love for the 

world then perhaps the Holy Spirit really would be seen /felt physically/ materially as described by Luke. 

I’d like to unpack a little how baptism; our own, that of others and of Jesus can remind of  this.. 

It’s first and foremost a resounding affirmation of being fully loved, I wonder, can we fully comprehend 

the redemption brought by being beloved?  

This is, I believe, part of what we are invited to try to do during epiphany with the stories of the woman at 

the well, the wedding at Cana, the baptism of Christ, all following on from the arrival if the wise travellers, 

the magi. 

Epiphany is a wonderful interval in which, in the stories we are offered, God parts the curtain for brief, 

shimmering moments. Inviting us to look beneath, and beyond, the ordinary surfaces of our lives, and 

catch glimpses of the extraordinary.   

All of which is perhaps another way of describing the sacrament of baptism, in which the "extraordinary" 

of God's grace blesses the “ordinary” water/ world that we stand in. 

Whatever else Jesus’s baptism story is, it is first and foremost a story of the sacred ordinary.  That is, it’s a 

story of profound humility.  The holy child, conceived of the Holy Spirit, celebrated by angels, worshiped 

by shepherds, and feared by Herod, stands in the same muddy water we stand in!   

The Messiah’s first public act is a declaration of solidarity.   

God is one of us. 

Unbelievable as it seems, Jesus’s first public act is an act of alignment.  Of radical and humble joining. 

Let it be so here, he decides, in the Jordan River with its rich and sacred history.   

The Jordan where once upon a time Jesus’s forbears, the ancient Israelites, entered the land of Canaan.   

The Jordan where the prophet Elijah ended his prophetic ministry, and his successor Elisha inaugurated 

his.   

The Jordan which flowed under the same sky God first opened "in the beginning," at the dawn of Creation. 

In other words, in this one moment, in this one act, Jesus steps into the whole Story of God's work on earth, 

and allows that story to resonate, to deepen, and in his ministry and crucifixion and resurrection it finds 

completion.   

In this one act, Jesus steps into the common and inescapable experience of living in a broken world, and 

embarks upon showing us that his/God’s hungering for righteousness, redemption, and restoration happens 

within our messy world.   

The question at stake is not about Jesus’s personal “sinfulness.”   

The question is about what it means to declare genuine and costly solidarity with our neighbours in a world 

that is structurally, wholly, and jointly “living in sin.”  

When we bring our children for baptism we are acknowledging that we are part of that broken world and 

affirming that the child will need to grow up in solidarity with the whole world and be helped to understand 

and recognise the sanctity of that world, and that God will be with them as they  navigate their journey 

through the world. 

In the Baptism service we invite our dearest friends to join in that journey, we baptise within a community 

of faith, we draw together , family, friends and church to emphasise that we do not parent or mentor or 

guide alone but that God is with us, and among us, and in us, and so we are never alone. 



There is a tendency to say nowadays “I believe in God but I don’t need to go to church to worship God” 

Such attitudes deny the fact that our God happens through relationship and in community. 

Here, in today’s gospel we see Jesus stepping publicly into the midst of the people of his region who are 

thronging to this new teacher, they come acknowledging their brokenness and being open to renewal by 

their encounter with the water, with the baptiser and with each other. 

We have a tendency to assume Baptism as a purely Christian habit but that is a poor reflection upon the 

Jewish culture from which these events originate.  

We have a tendency to allow our own history and culture to drown out the Jewish meaning that is a part of 

our inheritance. Part of this has involved mischaracterizing the Jewish notion of the prophetic to focus 

solely on prophesy as the supernatural intuition of future events, and to be fair, this does occur in 

scripture…… but what occurs far more frequently, is that we see the prophets of the Jewish people serving 

as the keepers of a their history, the ones who remind constantly of the times of trial…  

When we hear the words of Isaiah  

“When you pass through the waters…and through the rivers… when you walk through the fire…”  

We might respond to these phrases as just poetic ways of describing tough times but they also literally 

recall the most significant moments of liberation in Hebrew history. With full context added it might read: 

“When you pass through the waters like you did through the red sea out of Egypt… and through the dry 

bed of the River Jordan into the promised land…when you walk through the fire like brothers Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego…”  

In the snarling face of the Babylonian empire that grips the children of Israel in a chokehold, this author is 

asserting Israel’s coming salvation from their oppressors.  

If this author in the Isaiah tradition had been a Black descendant of the enslaved, the amplified translation 

might have read: “When you pass through the waters of the Atlantic middle passage… and through the 

Ohio, Potomac, and Combahee rivers towards freedom… and when you walk through the fire of your 

flourishing communities and churches set ablaze by white reactionaries…” 

If this author in the Isaiah tradition were a descendant of those fleeing from persecution in Syrian, Eritrea, 

Afghanistan and Nigeria among others it might read: 

“When you pass through the waters of the Mediterranean and of the English Channel towards a hoped for 

freedom and when you walk through the fire of your dashed hopes for sanctuary…..” 

So back at the Jordan, as Jesus enters the water and as the prophet John declares him the one to bring 

salvation and God declares him beloved we are given the Jewish roots of prophesy and story and redemption 

which we now reference when we bring ourselves or our children whether our own or others to baptism 

and offer, through them, future generations who will walk the road to freedom and build that freedom for 

others. 

So you see, Baptism reminds us about how strongly we belong together?  And every time whether we are 

family, friends, godparents, congregation Baptism reminds us that God entered into that history and into 

that mess and remains here with us. That we are not alone and that the work of worship must be done 

together as we commit to embracing a truly common life as human beings coexisting on this struggling 

planet in this moment of history? 

Baptism then and now reminds us that we do this within the love of God  - truly beloved and within the 

power of the Holy Spirit. 

Would that we can feel and experience that here together in community over the coming months of this 

new year. 

 


